BEATALLICA - MASTERFUL MYSTERY TOUR (Grade: A) Oglio Records, 2009
12 tracks, RT: 43:07
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Sometimes being a wanna-be amateur music journalist has its perks. When I arrived home  after a particularly sh*tty day at work a while ago and found a promotional copy of Beatallica's new album in my mail box, I practically did a dance of joy. Not everybody "gets" Beatallica's unique formula of combining vintage Beatles and classic Metallica into all-new compositions, but I'd absolutely loved the band's debut album (2007's still hilarious SGT. HETFIELD'S MOTORBREATH PUB BAND) and was stoked to hear what new concoctions the Beatalli-bangers had cooked up since their last disc. It took only a few spins  of MASTERFUL MYSTERY TOUR to decide that YES, this is a top-notch  follow-up that may even surpass the debut...in short, if you liked the last CD, you're bound to enjoy this one just as much, if not more.  Hell, if you can't at least crack a smile at song titles like "Everybody's Got A Ticket To Ride Except For Me And My Lightning" or "Got To Get You Trapped Under Ice" then you are seriously humor impaired. Opening track "The Battery Of Jaymz And Yoko" proceeds to crush, kill and destroy posers followed by eleven more tunes, some of which are re-recorded "hits" from the band's unsigned days ("I Want To Choke Your Band" and "And I'm Evil?," which features a hilarious Glenn Danzig impersonator in the middle, being my favorite of these) coupled with a fistful of new mash-ups like the soon-to-be-classic "Fuel On The Hill" (which I like better than either Metallica's "Fuel" or the Beatles' "Fool On The Hill!"), "Hero Of The Day Tripper" (bwahahahahaha! ) and my personal favorite, the closing epic "Tomorrow Never Comes," which seamlessly combines the Beatles' "Tomorrow Never Knows" and DEATH MAGNETIC's "The Day That Never Comes" into something that's cooler than either of its source materials. As I said in my review of SGT. HETFIELD'S in this very 'zine two years ago, these guys deserve respect because unlike most so-called "gimmick bands" they don't half-ass it. They are talented players and they could probably whip up a pretty serious old school thrash album on their own if they wanted to, but hey, if they'd rather dress up in funny costumes and write goofy songs that'd make Cliff Burton, John Lennon and George Harrison turn over in their collective graves instead, who am I to judge? (Though actually, I think all three of those guys would find this band as hilarious as I do.) There's really nothing more to say except that Beatallica have successfully beaten the dreaded "sophomore slump" and they are surely going to find themselves near the top of my "Best of" list yet again at the end of this year. Blow up, blow up for the MYSTERY TOUR!

