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People have been covering The Beatles and Metallica since the beginning of time.  Well, not really—but it has been going on for quite a while. Someone out there thought it would be an awesome idea to take The Beatles and combine them with Metallica.  It sounds kind of strange, right?

It’s a little strange, but in a cool novelty kind of way. Beatallica’s Masterful Mystery Tour is certainly not going to be album of the year, but it is implausibly memorable. The band started as a project for Millwaukee’s Spoof Fest in 2001. They were very well received, one thing led to another, and Beatallica was born. They have been received well by Europeans, and they are currently embarking on a German tour with a band called J.B.O.

A little explanation about Beatallica:

· Sometimes, Beatallica takes The Beatles’ lyrics and puts them to Metallica’s music, and vice versa. 

· The guys in the band all have names that combine the names of the members of the two aforementioned bands (i.e. Jaymz Lennfield, Grg Hammetson III, Kliff McBurtney, and Ringo Larz). 

· It’s the same deal with the album titles too—they combine The Beatles’ and Metallica’s album titles. 

So, Masterful Mystery Tour is gripping from the very beginning.  The first track, “The Battery of Jaymz and Yoko,” combines “The Ballad of John and Yoko” and “Battery” (in case it wasn’t that obvious).  It, of course, starts out with the epic Metallica intro that we’re all used too.  This song kind of prepares people for the rest of the album.  It is, musically, much more like Metallica, but the lyrics are more Beatles-ish. The title track definitely sails along that same path, with Metallica’s beautiful guitar work and Beatles-ish lyrics.

Singer Jaymz Lennfield does an amazing job of sounding just like James Hetfield.  He even ends all of his words with that famous Hetfield ‘heh’. This is especially true on “Fuel on the Hill.”  It’s almost like Hetfield is singing the song!  This could be taken either way—Lennfield is definitely imitating, but it’s not like Beatallica is trying to do something revolutionary.  They are just having fun.

Probably the most comical track title is “Everybody’s Got a Ticket to Ride Except for Me and My Lightning.”  The song itself definitely matches the title, as Lennfield wails out “Come on and make it easy/ Come on and make it fuckin’ sleazy.” Also, this track may be a favorite just because of the way Lennfield says “I’ve got a ticket to ride” Hetfield style.

This album is a classic! It’s not gonna win any awards, it’s not gonna be at the top of the charts, and it may not even be legal, but it sure is fun to listen to. The guitar solos and double bass work are immaculate, and Lennfields vocals are both hilarious and beautiful at the same time. Beatallica manages to combine two very different bands into one beautiful—and hilarious—entity. [By: Ambre Juryea]
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